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witness.'3 The Magistrate wondered that a thief
should speak so courteously and, with a feeling
that there was something behind the evidence
which had not come out in the enquiry, ordered
a fine of twenty rupees and, failing payment,
simple imprisonment for fifteen days. Anjappa
paid the fine and came home, with his colours by
no means flying.

It is over forty years, as I said, since this
occurred. Anjappa completed the story and said :
" What is there in merely being honoured by the
name of magistrate ? It is the portion of God to
punish the wicked and protect the good. When
that duty comes to man he has to act like God*
He should fear blundering. Without fear, a magis-
trate may, in getting fetters put on people, be
only committing an offence himself,'5

" What you say is true, Anjappa," Rangappa
said. " But if you do not tell the magistrate the
fact, how should he know it ?"

" To do justice only to the extent one is told,
why should one become a magistrate ? Why do
we want intelligent people like you to administer
justice ? Your business is not merely that; it is
to find out the truth."